
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 The public meeting of the North Cornwall Township Planning Commission was held on 
Wednesday, May 26, 2010 at the Township Building at 7:00PM.  The meeting was duly advertised and 
properly posted.  In attendance were: 
 
Commission Members: 
Rob McNamee Bob Gearhart Mark Maria Harold Kreider 
 
Township Officials: 
Jim Caldwell Stacey L. Winterstein 
 
Public: 
Per Sign in sheet 
 
1. Dr. Maria called the meeting to order at 7:04PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
2. Minutes 
 The minutes of the meeting of April 28, 2010 were brought to the floor for discussion.  Mr. 

McNamee moved for the approval of the minutes of the April 28, 2010 meeting.  Mr. Kreider 
seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
3. Plan Briefing – Lebanon Country Club 

Mr. Gearhart explained that currently the Lebanon Country Club has 2 lots, one which contains 
the house and the maintenance shop and the other which is vacant.  They would like to subdivide 
the lot containing the house and maintenance shop into 2 separate lots, keep the maintenance shop 
and sell the house.  Their previous groundskeeper had lived in that house, however, their current 
groundskeeper lives elsewhere.  Letters have been received from County Planning and Rettew.  
Dr. Maria inquired about the pedestrian trail.  Mr. Caldwell stated that the applicant provided an 
easement to the Township at the old trolley tracks to construct the trail.  He also stated that they 
have already adequately responded to Rettew’s letter.  All that’s left to address are administrative 
items that will come later, but all the design items were addressed.  Dr. Maria inquired if there 
would be a conflict with him voting on this plan as he is a member of the club.  Motion was made 
to move this item from a briefing item to an action item.  Motion was made to recommend 
approval of this plan to the Board subject to the comments in Rettew’s May 14 letter.  Both 
motions made by Mr. Kreider and seconded by Mr. McNamee.  Motions passed with 3 in favor 
and Mr. Gearhart recusing himself. 
 
There was some discussion regarding water run-off from the Greystone Crossing development and 
water issues at 22nd and Walnut.  Also discussed was the possible enhancement of the intersection 
at 22nd and Walnut, however that intersection is in the city.  There was then discussion regarding 
the trail in front of Creekside. 
 
In old business, Dr. Maria brought up the issue of Ordinance 251 as he feels all the work the 
commission did on this ordinance has all gone for naught.  The commissioners would like a time 
table of work to be done.  Now there are more delays in regards to scheduling another joint 
meeting with the supervisors due to summer vacation schedules.  They would like input from the 
supervisors on things that need to be worked on. 
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Dr. Maria asked the other commission members if they felt he should draft a formal letter to the 
Supervisors inquiring the plan for implementation of this ordinance or if there should be changes 
made.  Mr. McNamee felt that was a good idea and to make it specific enough to state they would 
like an answer, but not too specific as to place a time table on them.  There has been a lot of time 
spent on this ordinance and now they’re just sitting on it.  Mr. Caldwell stated that the Board has 
had their hands full with Springwood.  Dr. Maria was understanding to this and wondered why the 
commission had no involvement with Springwood.  Dr. Maria stated he doesn’t want to spend 
more time on items if they Supervisors do not care what they say.  Mr. Gearhart would like to see 
some finality to items.  A lot of time was spent on Ordinance 251 and he feels the commission 
came to a reasonable well reasoned discourse.  Dr. Maria inquired if the letter should be only 
about Ordinance 251 or also include what has been going on with these negotiations.  He then 
asked Mr. Caldwell if he could relay this information to the Board.  Mr. Caldwell stated he would 
talk to the Board but suggested they also send a letter outlining their frustrations.  There was 
concern that Planning Commission members were not invited to the Springwood meetings.  Mr. 
Gearhart stated he believes they did not meet as a board, but one member attended these meetings 
at a time, as anything further would have been a violation of the Sunshine Act.  The Commission 
felt they should have at least been informed as to what was happening.  Mr. McNamee stated he 
realized they are an appointed Commission, however, they are still there to represent the residents 
of the Township and should know what’s going on.  He feels that these agreements with 
developers are unethical without public meetings or input.  Mr. Kreider feels there are so many 
things in that area that need to be considered. 
 
In new business, Mr. Gearhart needed to discuss Randy Ebersole’s plan that was approved months 
ago.  They started construction and once they got past the 50 foot leg of installing the infiltration 
system, they hit solid rock.  If they were to install the system as approved, they would have to 
blast the rock, put back 2 feet of an amended soil mixture and 3 to 4 feet of infil on top of that, all 
under the driveway.  As the driveway would undulate, it would settle and get compacted which 
would seal it and the water wouldn’t be able to perk.  He met with the excavators and Mr. 
Ebersole and offered a solution however it would require the driveway being moved a bit, which 
he is willing to do.  They would like to elevate the driveway and install rain gardens on the low 
side.  Mr. Gearhart has already spoken with Soil Conservation and they liked this idea better.  Mr. 
Caldwell stated this would not be a problem.  The stormwater management plan would be revised 
and submitted for approval.  Mr. Gearhart is hoping the Commission will entertain looking at it 
without it being just a briefing item, once Mr. Caldwell is happy with it.  Mr. Caldwell inquired if 
there was anyway to convey the water to the church’s basin and just make their basin larger.  Mr. 
Gearhart will look into the possibility of doing that. 
 
Finally, Mr. Gearhart informed the commission that he was in receipt of a letter from the Farmland 
Preservation Board stating that there is a hearing coming up for 2 farms owned by the 
Copenhavers that they are looking to preserve totaling 191 acres. 

 
4. Mr. Kreider made motion to adjourn at 7:45pm.  Mr. McNamee seconded the motion.  Vote was 

unanimous.  Next meeting will be held Wednesday, June 30, 2010 at 7:00PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Rob McNamee 
Secretary 
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